Part 391

Qualification of Drivers

Motor carriers must assure that all drivers of commercial motor vehicles meet the minimum qualifications specified
in Part 391.
Driver Requirements

A driver must meet the following requirements:

Be in good health and physically able to perform all duties of a driver.

Be at least 21 years of age.

Speak and read English well enough to converse with the general public, understand highway traffic and
signals, respond to official questions, and be able to make legible entries on reports and records.

Be able to drive the vehicle safely.

Know how to safely load and properly block, brace, and secure the cargo.

Have only one valid commercial motor vehicle operator’s license.

Provide an employing motor carrier with a list of all motor vehicle violations or a signed statement that
driver has not been convicted of any motor vehicle violations during the past 12 months. A disqualified
driver must not be allowed to drive a commercial motor vehicle for any reason.

Pass a driver’s road test or equivalent.

Complete an application for employment.

Possess a valid medical certificate.

Driver Qualification File - Check List

Every motor carrier must have a qualification file for each regularly employed driver.
The file must include:

4

DRIVER’S APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT
A person will not be allowed to drive a commercial motor vehicle unless he/she has completed and signed an application for
employment.

INQUIRY TO PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS — 3 YEARS
An investigation of the driver’s employment record during the preceding three years. This investigation must be made within 30
days of the date his/her employment begins.

INQUIRY TO STATE AGENCIES — 3 YEARS
The driver’s driving record for the preceding three years.

INQUIRY TO STATE AGENCIES — ANNUAL
Request driving record annually for each driver.

ANNUAL REVIEW OF DRIVING RECORD
At least once every 12 months, a motor carrier must review the driving record of each driver. A note stating the results of this
review shall be included in the Driver’s Qualification File.

ANNUAL DRIVER’S CERTIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS

At least once every 12 months, a motor carrier must require each driver that it employs to prepare and furnish it with a list of all
violations of motor vehicle traffic laws and ordinances during the previous 12 months. Note: Drivers who have provided
information required by Section 383.31 need not repeat that information in this annual list of violations.
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(1 DRIVER’S ROAD TEST CERTIFICATE OR EQUIVALENT
A person must not be allowed to drive a commercial motor vehicle until he/she has successfully completed a road test and has
been issued a certificate, or a copy of the license or certificate which the motor carrier accepted as equivalent to the driver’s road
test pursuant to Section 391.33.

(d MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
The driver must pass a medical examination conducted by a licensed health care professional. A driver must be issued a Medical
Examiner’s Certificate, which must be carried at all times and must be renewed every two years.

Examples of
physical
requirements
(Section 391.41
provides the
complete list of
physical
requirements)

Exemptions

Additional
instructions for
medical
examination

Limited
exemptions

Multiple-employer

drivers
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* Hasno loss of a foot, a leg, a hand, or an arm

* Has no established medical history or clinical diagnosis of diabetes requiring insulin
for control

* Has no clinical diagnosis of any disqualifying heart disease

* Has no clinical diagnosis of high blood pressure

* Has no clinical diagnosis of epilepsy

*  Has 20/40 vision or better with corrected lenses

* Has distant binocular acuity of at least 20/40 in both eyes

* Has the ability to recognize the colors (red, green and amber) of traffic signals

* Has hearing to perceive a forced whisper

* Has no history of drug (Schedule 1) use or any other substance identified in Appendix D

* Has no clinical diagnosis of alcoholism

There are provisions for an exemption to a disqualification for certain physical defects if
the individual is otherwise qualified to drive.

Additional instructions for the examining doctor are available from:

Director, Office of Bus and Truck Standards and Operations
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

400 Seventh Street, S.W. (MC-PS)

Washington, DC 20590

The following specific conditions and types of drivers are exempt from specific record
keeping requirements:

Drivers regularly employed before January 1, 1971 — Drivers who have been regular
employees of a motor carrier for a continuous period that began before January 1, 1971 are
exempt from:

*  Application for employment
* Road Test

Multiple-employer drivers — If a motor carrier employs a person as a driver on any basis,
the motor carrier must have on file the driver’s name, social security number, identification
number, type, issuing state of his/her motor vehicle operator’s license, medical certificate,
road test and certificate, and controlled substance test results, even if that driver’s primary
employment is with another carrier.

Drivers furnished by other motor carriers — A motor carrier using a driver regularly
employed by another motor carrier must have on file a signed written certificate that
includes the driver’s name and signature, certification of the driver’s full qualifications,
and expiration date of the driver’s medical examiner’s certificate. Compliance with drug
and alcohol program requirements is also required.
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Penalties
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A driver is disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle on public highways,
for the following offenses:

* Revocation, suspension, or withdrawal of an operator’s license
*  Conviction or forfeiture of bond for the following criminal offenses while driving a
commercial motor vehicle:

Driving a CMV while under the influence of alcohol.

Driving a CMV while under the influence of a disqualifying drug or other
controlled substance.

Transporting or possessing a disqualifying drug or controlled substance.

Leaving the scene of an accident that involves a CMV.

Using a CMV to commit a felony.

Using a CMYV to violate an Out-of-Service Order.

* A first offender is disqualified for one year following conviction or forfeiture (6
months for possession of a controlled substance).
» For a second offense within three years, a driver is disqualified for three years.
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MEDICAL EXAMINER’S CERTIFICATE

| certify that | have examined in accordance with the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (49 CFR 391.41-391.49) and with knowledge of the driving duties, | find this
person is qualified; and, if applicable, only when:

[ wearing corrective lenses [[] driving within an exempt intracity zone (49 CFR 391.62)
[] wearing hearing aid [J accompanied by a Skill Performance Evaluation Certificate (SPE)
[Jaccompaniedbya__ waiver/exemption [] qualified by operation of 49 CFR 391.64

The information | have provided regarding this physical examination is true and complete. A complete examination form with
any attachment embodies my findings completely and correctly, and is on file in my office.

SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER TELEPHONE DATE
MEDICAL EXAMINER’'S NAME (PRINT) OMD [JDO [ Chiropractor
] Physician [] Advanced
Assistant Practice
Nurse

MEDICAL EXAMINER’S LICENSE OR CERTIFICATE NO./ ISSUING STATE

SIGNATURE OF DRIVER DRIVER’S LICENSE NO. STATE

ADDRESS OF DRIVER

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE EXPIRATION DATE
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DRIVER QUALIFICATION FILE CHECKLIST

DRIVER’S APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT (49 CFR 391.21)

INQUIRY TO PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS — 3 YEARS (49 CFR 391.23(a) (2) & (c))
DRIVING RECORD FROM STATE AGENCIES — 3 YEARS (49 CFR 391.23(a) (1) & (b))
DRIVING RECORD FROM STATE AGENCIES — ANNUAL (49 CFR 391.25(a) & (c))
ANNUAL REVIEW OF DRIVING RECORD (49 CFR 391.25(b) & (c))

ANNUAL DRIVER’S CERTIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS (49 CFR 391.27)

DRIVER’S ROAD TEST CERTIFICATE OR EQUIVALENT (49 CFR 391.31)

MEDICAL EXAMINER’S CERTIFICATE (49 CFR 391.43)
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MULTIPLE-EMPLOYER DRIVERS

Instructions: If a motor carrier employs a person as a multiple-employer driver (as defined in 49 CFR
390.5), the motor carrier shall comply with all requirements of Part 391, except the carrier need not—

(1) Require the person to furnish an application for employment (391.21);

(2) Make an inquiry into the person’s driving record during the preceding three years to
the appropriate State agency(s) and an investigation of the person’s employment
record during the preceding three years (391.23);

(3) Perform annual review of the person’s driving record (391.25); or

(4) Require the person to furnish a record of violations or a certificate (391.27).

The checklist below may be helpful to ensure that required documents are obtained.

DRIVER QUALIFICATION FILE CHECKLIST

Name

Social Security Number

Driver’s License Number

Type of License State

In addition to the above information, copies of the following must be obtained.

(d  Medical Examiner’s Certificate
Road Test (or equivalent)

Certificate of Road Test

(I W

Controlled Substances Test
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APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT

COMIPANY STAEET ARDFREES

CITY. ETATE AMD ZIF CODE

HAME
Fray  (Wiodi]  (Wakos Wame i asy) (Lasl)
ALOFESS HIOW EOkES
I5trmal] (= (Eane & 2p Ledal
DATE OF BIATH BOCIAL BEC. KO
ATDAERS HOW LENGT
i iSree) 1y (Siwe & Dp Looa)
THREE YEARS
HEMA LOMGT
{Eree (= [iatn & i Cooe)
[ATTACH SHEET F MORE SPACE IS REEDED)
EEPEITENCE ARD QUALIFICATIONS—0REVER
ETATE LICERES Mo TP EXFIRATION DATE
CRIVER
LICENSESR
DETVIRG EXPERIENCE
OF ECUIPMENT 3 APPACIE
CLAGE OF EDUIPMENT {WaM, TAME, FLAT, ETE PR b .:'rﬁpfr e
STRAIGHT TRLCH
TRACTOR AND SEWFTRALER
TRACTOHE—TWO TRAILERS
OTHER

ACCIDENT RECOAD FOR PAST 3 YEARE DR MOAE (ATTACH BHEET IF MORE EPACE |15 NEEDED)

HATUHE OF ACCIDENT

DATER [HEAD-OM, REARERD, LWPEET, ETC.)

FATALITIES

INJURIES

LAET AGCIDENT

KREXT FREVIOUS

KEXT PREVIOUS
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TRAFFIC COMVICTIONS AMD FORFEITURES FOR THE PAST 3 YEARS [OTHER THAMN PARKING WVICLATIONE)

LOCATION DATE CHARGE PENALTY

(ATTACH SHERT ¥ MORE SPACE 15 NEEDED)

LB Have youp sver beso Santed n osrms, perm or prvilegs 5 operie & mpbor vehicke 7 YE&

g B

B, Hag any lcares, psrmE or priviege sver besn suspended or nevoked T YE2
IF THE ANEWER TO EITHER & DR B = YES, ATTACH STATEMEMT GIVIRG DETAILE

ENMFLOYMENT NECORD [ARsch Sheal IF Mo Space it Resded)
HATE [T Requires Thai Empiopmens Tor ot Least 1 Yeam sndior Commercial (iveng Expermrnce for The Fax? 10 Yeamm Be Sepsan

LAET ENFLOYER: NANE

RODRESE

POSITION HELD FROW T BALARY

REASCNE FOR LEAVING

BECOMD LAST EMPLOYVER: NARME

POSTTION HELD FROR ™ SALAFY

AEASONE FORA LEAVING

TRARD LAST EMPLOYER: MAME

AEASDING FOR LEAVING

TO BE READ AND S3GHED BY APPLICANT

The coderi (R4 e appboatn i (eepirb] by e, el Tl @ i be @ Gad sdesrmian o 0@ Fee o=l oospie 5 P bow of Fry kecwrspe

Daim Applcani'y Sgratum

Ferm: & roior cETET Py e A aesicart i provide = keraaiie o i B v by ime Taoscdl Moo Tavsss Salny Negzmcrs
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CERTIFICATE OF DRIVER’S ROAD TEST

Instructions: If the road test is successfully completed, the person who gave it shall complete a certifi-
cate of the driver’s road test. The original or copy of the certificate shall be retained in the employing

motor carrier’s driver qualification file of the person examined and a copy given to the person who
was examined. (49 CFR 391.31(e)(f)(g))

CERTIFICATION OF ROAD TEST

Driver’s Name

Social Security Number

Operator’s or Chauffeur’s License Number

State

Type of Power Unit

Type of Trailer(s)

If passenger carrier, type of bus

This is to certify that the above-named driver
was given a road test under my supervision on

20, consisting of

il

approximately miles of driving.

It is my considered opionion that this driver
possesses sufficient driving shill to operate safely the
type of commercial motor vehicle listed above.

(Signature of Examiner)

(Title)

(Organization and Address of Examiner)
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DRIVER’S ROAD TEST EXAMINATION

Driver’s Name Phone

Driver's Address,

City State. Zip Code.

The road test shall be given by the motor carrier or a person designated by it. However, a driver who is a motor carrier
must be given the test by another person. The test shall be given by a person who is competent to evaluate and determine
whether the person who takes the test has demonstrated that he or she is capable of operating the vehicle and associated
equipment that the motor carrier intends to assign.

Rating of
Performance
The pretrip inspection. (As required by Sec. 392.7)

Coupling and uncoupling of combination units, if the equipment he or she may drive includes com-
bination units.

Placing the equipment in operation.

Use of vehicle’s controls and emergency equipment.

Operating the vehicle in traffic and while passing other vehicles.
Turning the vehicle.

Braking, and slowing the vehicle by means other than braking.
Backing, and parking the vehicle.

Other, Explain:

Type of equipment used in giving test:

Date 20, Examiner’s Signature

If the road test is successfully completed, the person who gave it shall complete a certificate of driver’s road test.

Remarks,
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MOTOR VEHICLE
DRIVER'S CERTIFICATION
OF VIOLATIONS

I cartify that the following is a true and complete list of traffic violations (other than parking violations)
for which | have been convicted ar forfeited bond or collateral during the past 12 manths.

Date Offense Location T-'"F"’ﬂ I“*I | "H :"'"""

I no violations are Hsted above, | centify that | have not been convicted or forfeited bond or collateral
on account of any violation reguired o be listed during the past 12 months,

thate of Cerdcalion) [oriver s Sgnalune)
iMulor Garies' s Mame) (Motor Garner s Addreszy -
(Revewed by Somabare) (Tl
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM PREVIOUS EMPLOYER

Froia!

To: Diale:

Social Security Mumber!
has made application to this compamy for a position as

gnd stares thar hesshe was employed by you as from 1]

Will you please reply 10 the inquiry below respecting this applicant. Yoar reply will be beld in strict confidence and will
in pe way lovalve you in any respensibility. For you convenience in replying by return mall, we have enclosed & mamped
s=lf-addressed eovelope.

Very truly yours,

Safety Department

I. I the employment record with your companmy correct as stazed abowe?

2, What kind{s) of work did the applicant do?

3, Did the applicant drive mates wehicles For you? Passenper car Straight truck L {TT J—
Traciar-Semitrailer . Crcher {gpeciivd

4. Wasi the appliecant a sale and effickent driver?

4. Give the dates of vehicle accidents in which he/she was involved.

&, Reason for leaving your employ:  Discharged Laid off Resigried
Roemnarks:

7. Was the applicant"s general condes satlslacary?

. Is the applicanl competent far the posilion sought? _ =
9. Did the applicani drink any alcobolic beverages whils an duiy?

Excelleni Cronpd Fair Poar Very Poar

Quality of wark
Cooperalion whh others
Safery hahics e —
Personal hahbits
Dirivimg skill
Atritude
Reenasks:

Diage: Siprnarure:

Hame of Company:

[ilraash T G s e

Diaie:

[Hame of Former Employer)

Your are hereby authosized o give 1o

{Fazee ol Frupeslive Employes)

all information regarding my services, charader, and conduct while in vour employ, and yoo are released from any and
all liability which may resull from fornishing such Information 1o the above named company.

fhe fam

Page 27 Part 391 - Qualification of Drivers



Page 28 Part 391 - Qualification of Drivers



U.5. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY PROGRAM
INQUIRY TO STATE AGEMCY FOR
DRIVER'S RECORD
381.23

{T,'.lri'l.rer's Mame)

{Driver's Operators Lie. MNe.)

{Driver's Social Sec. Mo}

Dear

The above listed individual has made application with us for employment 2 a driver. Applicant hes
indicated that the abowve numbered operator’s license or permit has been issved by your State to appl-
cand and thal it is in good standing.

In accordance with Section 391_23{a)(1) and (b) of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety ulations, we
are required 1o make ingquiry imo the driving record during the preceding 3 years of every Siate in which
an appicant-driver has held a motor vehicle operator’s license or permit during those 3 years,

Therefone, please certity 1o us what the individual's driving record is for the preceding 3 years, of
cartify that no record exists if that be the casa.

Iri thie event that this inguiry does not gatisly your requirements for making such inguires, please
ﬁnd Lrsthde::h fuirms of yours as are necassary for us to complete our imquiry imo the driving record
this Idual.

Reaspectiully yours,
Segnature of individual
making Inquiry
(printed) Mame of parson making inguiry
Title of person making inl:plr],'_ :
Motor Carrier Name
Street T iy State Zip
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LS. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY PROGRAM
ANNUAL REVIEW OF DRIVING RECORD
391.25

MName (Last, First, ML) {Soc. Sec. No.)

This day | reviewed the driving record of the above named driver in accordance with 381,25
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safely Regulations. | considerad any evidance that the driver has
violated applicable provisions of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations and the Hazardous
Materials Regulalions. | considerad the driver's accident record and any evidence that helshe
has violated laws governing the operation of motor vehicles, and gave great welght 1o vialations,
such as speeding, reckless driving and operation while under the influence of alcohal or drugs,
that indicate that the driver has exhibited a disregard for the safely of the public. Having done

the above, | find that

| ] the driver meats the minimum requirements for safe driving, or
[ 1 thee debver i disqualitied o drive a matar vehicle pursuant o 391,15

Date of review Meotor Carrier's Mams

Fieviewsd b}IZ_-SJgFI.EIIJFEI and title

Date of review Motor Carrier's Name

Feviewed by: Signature and title

Date of review Modor Carrier's Mame

Reviewad by: Signature and title
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